of references shows. To the best of our knowledge, no UK dentist has ever been successfully sued for utilising night guard dental bleaching when informed consent has been obtained. Dental bleaching itself has never been illegal as the Chief Dental Officer for England has stated. Rather the UK government wants to regulate dental bleaching products under their particular interpretation of a European Directive.
While for the government this rather embarrassing regulatory farce continues, dentists are wise to remember that irreversible and destructive alternatives such as veneers, crowns or post crowns are not nearly as safe as dental bleaching. The irony is that the ledgers of the defence organisations are peppered with dentists being sued for the adverse outcomes of these destructive procedures used to manage discoloured teeth, especially when informed consent has failed to cover the safer option of dental bleaching. 
no reSponSe
Sir, I welcome your editorial devoted to the problem of the future treatment of the edentulous and its reference to my recent paper in your Journal. 1 That paper not only showed the reduction in teaching and experience available to current undergraduates, but also reported the view held by respondents to the questionnaire that official checks and balances, which should be provided by officialdom, such as GDC visitations, were failing to ensure that GDC guidelines are being met. Subsequent to publication of the paper, I sent electronic copies to a number of organisations that should be concerned by the reported findings, such as the Minister of Health, the Conservative shadow health spokesman, and two different GDC email addresses with a request that copies be sent to all members of GDC. Initially no response was received from any of them. Then a chance contact with my local parliamentary candidate prompted an acknowledgement from the Conservative shadow for dentistry, but offered no further consideration until after the general election. Subsequently, I sent a hard copy by recorded delivery to the Chairperson of GDC. I have not had an acknowledgement from her either.
This does not bode well for the future treatment of this unfortunate group of patients.
R. Clark 
